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2025 Award Winners  
 

The Opera Foundation for young Australians is delighted to announce Winners of the 2025 Awards:  
 

• The Michael Byrne Vienna State Opera Award 

• The Deutsche Oper Berlin Award 

• The Lady Galleghan London Award 

• The Sundell American Institute of Musical Studies Award 

• The Berlin Music Opera Award 
 
The Opera Foundation for young Australians is able to open doors to the stages of major opera houses and 
supports the artists throughout their Awards.   This is the Foundation’s point of difference from other arts funding 
bodies. 
 
We are delighted to provide five young Australians this year with the opportunity to progress their careers.  The 
quality of the applicants was extremely high and the Adjudicators skillfully made their individual selection. Our 
Awards are unique in nature therefore Winners are selected for their suitability to each Award. In 2025 the 
Foundation opened up the Awards to Australian Citizens based anywhere in the world and celebrates over 61 
years of providing these opportunities. 
 
In 2025, The Foundation continues our partnership with KAWAI Australia, a much valued relationship. 
 

The Auditions are critical to the selection of our Winners.  The Auditions are supported by Susan Maple-Brown AM 
& the late Robert Maple-Brown AO.  The Foundation enjoys a strong Alumni based in Australia and all around the 
world. 
 

 
Michael Byrne Vienna State Opera Award 

 
Georgia Melville – Soprano (from New South Wales and currently based in London) 
  

Sydney born, Georgia Melville is in her final year at the Royal College of Music (RCM) 
Opera Studio, where she is the inaugural winner of the Alastair Jackson International Opera 
Award. An alumna of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, Georgia won the Demant Dreikurs 
Scholarship for best undergraduate Lieder performance and holds a Bachelor of Music 
(Performance) and a Graduate Diploma in Opera. For the 2025 /2026 Season Georgia will join the 
National Opera Studio as a Young Artist and then the Wiener Staatsoper as the recipient of the 
Michael Byrne Vienna State Opera Award. Recent performances include Countess in Le Nozze di 
Figaro, a staged production of Britten’s Les Illuminations, Hanna in The Merry Widow (all at RCM), 
and Soeur Claire in Dialogues des Carmélites and chorus in L’elisir d’amore with Glyndebourne 
Festival Opera.  

 
 
This Award is valued at approximately $35,000 and has been generously supported by the late Michael Byrne. 
 
Georgia will join the Vienna State Opera with coaching, potential covering and performance opportunities for a period 
of four months commencing in March 2026 and will receive funding for German Language Lessons. 
 

 



 

 

Deutsche Oper Berlin Award 

 
Sophie Salvesani – Soprano (from Queensland and currently based in Berlin) 

 
 
Sophie Salvesani is a young, upcoming Australian soprano who made her operatic and role 
debut as Violetta in Opera Australia’s production of La traviata at the Sydney Opera House in 
2022. This followed both her professional and principal debut in 2019 as Maria in their touring 
production of West Side Story.  In 2023, Sophie returned to the Sydney Opera House, debuting 
as Donna Anna in Don Giovanni,Gilda in Rigoletto and in 2024 performed again as Violetta in La 
traviata. During her time as a Young Artist with Opera Australia, she also covered the roles of 
Hanna Glavari in The Merry Wido), Princess Eudoxie in La Juive, Gilda in Rigoletto and Olympia 
in Les contes d'Hoffmann. Most recently, she debuted as The Governess in The Turn of the 
Screw with the Hayes Theatre Co. 
 

 
This Award is valued at approximately $57,000 and has been generously supported by Hans & Petra Henkell, 
The Scott Family Bequest and the Goethe-Institut.  The Finalists are supported by Opera Foundation Society 
(NSW). 
 
Sophie will join the Deutsche Oper Berlin Ensemble for their 2026 / 2027 Season as Stipendiat and receives an 
opportunity for German Language Lessons at the Goethe-Institut. 

 
Lady Galleghan London Award 

 
Nicholas Geddes – Baritone (from New South Wales) 
 

 
Sydney based Baritone, Nicholas Geddes was an artist with Pacific Opera where he studied 
and performed the roles in the Baritone repertoire such as: Sharpless in Madama Butterfly, 
Papageno in The Magic Flute, Tarquinius in the Rape of Lucretia, Figaro in the Marriage of 
Figaro and Guglielmo in Così fan tutte. Nicholas has also sung ensemble roles in Don 
Giovanni, La Clamenza di Tito, Fidelio, L’elisir D’amore, Dido and Aneas, and La traviata. 
Also, Nicholas had the privilege of premiering the role of Kale, in the performance of Chop 
Chef, an Australian Opera. He has also featured in Boojum! performing with the State Opera 
of South Australia. 
 
 

This Award is valued at $20,000 and has been made possible by the generosity of the late Lady Galleghan OBE. 
 
Nicholas will join the Chorus of Lucia di Lammermoor at Opera Holland Park and the Award includes the opportunity of an Audition 
and Consultation with Diva Opera, Tait Memorial Trust performance opportunities where practical and Coachings with other 
industry professionals. 
 

Sundell American Institute of Musical Studies Award 
 
Rebecca Hart – Mezzo-Soprano (from New South Wales currently residing in London) 

 
Australian / French mezzo-soprano Rebecca Hart studied her Masters at the Guildhall School 
of Music & Drama and completed the Opera School at the Royal Academy of Music. Her 
studies in London have been generously supported by the Help Musicians’ Sybil Tutton 
Award, the Mills Williams Foundation, the Ian Potter Cultural Trust and the Australian 
Elizabethan Theatre Trust. Operatic roles include Mercedes in Carmen (Opera Brava), Nancy 
in Albert Herring, Polinesso in Ariodante, Baba the Turk in The Rake’s Progress, Marcelina in 
Le nozze di Figaro (Royal Academy Opera), Hänsel in Hänsel und Gretel (Pacific Opera), the 
title role in Radamisto (Apollo Opera Collective), Prince Orlofsky in Die Fledermaus, Ramiro 
in La finta giardiniera (Operantics), Endimione in La Calisto (Sydney Conservatorium of Music 
Opera Studio). 

 
This Award is valued at $20,000 and has been generously supported by the Sundell Family. 
 
Rebecca will attend the six-week Summer School held in Graz, Austria in July 2025. 



 

 

 
Berlin Music Opera Award 

 
Leonard Weiss – Conductor (from the Australian Capital Territory currently residing in Melbourne) 

 
Leonard Weiss CF is a rising force on the global stage. He is a 2025 Tanglewood Music 
Center Conducting Fellow under Andris Nelsons and will debut with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra in 2026. As the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra's Cybec Assistant Conductor, 
Leonard has led acclaimed national broadcasts at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl and Hamer 
Hall. A champion of living composers, Leonard has premiered new works across Australia, 
NZ and the USA. He was the 2022 New Zealand Assistant Conductor in Residence and 
received a Churchill Fellowship following studies with Marin Alsop at Peabody 
Conservatory and masterclasses with Riccardo Muti. 
 

 
This Award is valued at $20,000 and is proudly supported by Suzanne and Anthony Maple-Brown. 
 
Leonard will work with the Music Staff on productions at the Deutsche Oper Berlin in their 2025 / 2026 Season. 
 

Lady Fairfax La Scala Opera Award 

 
The Lady Fairfax La Scala Opera Award we are thrilled to announce will return in 2026 as the new management at 
Teatro alla Scala have agreed to continue this most prestigious Award. 
 
This Award is valued at approximately $35,000 and has been generously supported by the late Lady  
Fairfax AC OBE. 
 
 
The Opera Foundation for young Australians is a non-profit organisation, founded by Lady Fairfax AC OBE and 
celebrates over 60 years of providing opportunities and enabling careers for young Australians in the field of opera.  

The Opera Foundation for young Australians continues to fund all Awards through the generosity of 
individual supporters and philanthropic foundations in Australia.  
 
The Foundation does not receive any government funding. 
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