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celebrates 60 years!

The Opera Foundation for young Australians is delighted to announce the Winners of the 2023 Lady Fairfax
La Scala Opera, Michael Byrne Vienna State Opera, Lady Galleghan London, Sundell American Institute of Musical
Studies, Berlin Music Opera Awards and the 2023 Deutsche Oper Berlin Opera Award Finalists.

We are thrilled to provide six young Australians this year with the opportunity to progress their careers. The quality of
the applicants this year was outstanding and the Adjudicators had a difficult role in making their decisions. Our
Awards are unique in nature therefore Winners are selected for their suitability to each Award.

In 2023 the Foundation opened up the Awards to Australian Citizens based anywhere in the world and is celebrating
60 years of providing these opportunities.

The Auditions are critical to the selection of our Winners. The Auditions are supported by Susan Maple-Brown AM
& the late Robert Maple-Brown AO. The Foundation enjoys a strong Alumni based in Australia and all around the
world.

The Opera Foundation for young Australians is able to open doors to the stages of major opera houses and supports
the artists in this process. This is the Foundation’s point of difference from other arts funding bodies.

Lady Fairfax La Scala Opera Award

Andrew Williams — Baritone (from New South Wales)

Andrew Williams is one of Australia’s finest young baritones. He recently made his main stage
debut at the Sydney Opera House in Opera Australia’s (Don Giovanni) as Masetto, where he
was praised for his “Interestingly complex take” Bachtrack, Alex Nguyen, 2023 and “Capturing
Masetto’s worthy simplicity” The Sydney Morning Herald, Peter McCallum, 2023. He also
understudied the roles of Marcello (La bohéme) and Morales (Carmen) for Opera Australia’s
summer season. Other performed roles include Escamillo (Carmen), Figaro (Il Barbiere di
Siviglia) and regularly appearing in Opera Australia’s Great Opera Hits.

In competition Andrew was a Finalist in the German Australian Opera Grant receiving an
encouragement award as well as winning the Foundation Prize in the Joan Sutherland and
Richard Bonynge Bel Canto Award. He holds a Bachelor of Music majoring in performance and an Advanced
Diploma of Opera from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music that he completed on scholarship. Andrew is currently
a Principal Young Artist with Opera Australia where he looks forward to reprising the role of Figaro (Il Barbiere di
Siviglia) on the national tour.

This Award is valued at approximately $35,000 and has been generously supported by the
late Lady Fairfax AC OBE.

The Winner will join La Scala — Milan - in their 2024 / 2025 Season for four months as Stipendiat and receives an
opportunity for Italian Language Lessons.



Michael Byrne Vienna State Opera Award

Anna Voshege — Soprano (originally from Victoria and currently based in Vienna)

Anna Voshege is an Australian-German coloratura soprano and holds a Bachelor of Music with
Honours from the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, as well as a Masters in Vocal
Performance with Honours from the Music and Art University of Vienna (MuK). Some of
Anna’s operatic roles include the title role in Rossini’s (Semiramide), Queen of the Night (Die
Zauberfl6te), Konstanze (Die Entriihrung aus dem Serail), Zerbinetta & Najade (Ariadne auf
Naxos), Sophie (der Rosenkavalier), Eurydice (Orpheus in der Unterwelt), Ernestine (Monsieur
Choufleuri restera chez lui le...), Galathée (Die schéne Galathée) and Griselda in the world
premiere of Alma Deutscher’s (Cinderella) as well as with the Vienna Philharmonic.

Her accolades include being winner of the Richard Strauss Singing Competition awarded by
Brigitte Fassbaender and Gundula Janowitz, one of the top 21 singers in the ARD International Music Competition,
finalist in the IFAC Australian Singing Competition, the AME "Opera Scholar of the Year", the Armstead Singing
Award, semi-finalist in the German-Australian Opera Grant, the Concorso Lirico and the Internazionale Ottavio Ziino.
Anna has sung with orchestras such as the WA Symphony orchestra, Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, the Royal
Melbourne Philharmonic, the Vienna Mozart Orchestra, the Vienna Hofburg Orchestra, the Vienna
Residenzorchester, Schénbrunn Palace Orchestra, and with Alma Deutscher in her concert series at the Vienna
Konzerthaus.

This Award is valued at approximately $35,000 and has been generously supported by the late Michael Byrne.

Anna will join the Vienna State Opera with coaching, covering and performance opportunities for a period of four
months commencing in December 2023.

Deutsche Oper Berlin Award

Stephen Marsh — Baritone (from Victoria)

Stephen made his professional debut in Victorian Opera’s Sleeping Beauty in 2017 and was a
developing artist with the company for both the 2017/2018 seasons. To date he has performed
over 15 roles with the company, including '‘Dandini' in La Cenerentola (Rossini), 'Zurga' in Les
Pécheurs de Perles (Bizet), The Tin Man' in Il Mago di Oz (Valtinoni), 'The Woodcutter' in
Sleeping Beauty (Respighi) and 'The Giant' in the Australian premiere of The Selfish Giant by
Simon Bruckard and Emma Muir-Smith. In 2021, Stephen made his European debut as
‘Marcello’ in Puccini’'s La Bohéme under the baton of James Gaffigan at the Verbier Festival in
Switzerland.

Stephen was a scholar with Melba Opera Trust for 2018/2019 and held both the Paulette Bisley
Opera Scholarship and the Eleanor Blakemore Opera Society Scholarship. During this time he
was also an inaugural member of Melbourne Opera’s Richard Divall Emerging Artists Program. Stephen was a
member of Opera Scholars Australia from 2011-2017, during which he was the recipient of the prestigious ‘Opera
Scholar of the Year' award. Stephen was the inaugural recipient of Victorian Opera's 'Michael Stubbs and Malcolm
Roberts Opera Prize' as well as the ‘The Family of the Late Frederick R Davidson Opera Award’. Stephen’s other
awards include: an lan Potter Cultural Trust Scholarship, the Australia Council 'Sir Robert Askin Operatic
Scholarship' and the 'John and Anne Duncan Opera Award'.

This Award is valued at approximately $57,000 and has been generously supported by Hans & Petra Henkell,
The Scott Family Bequest and the Goethe-institut. The Finalists are supported by Opera Foundation Society
(NSW).

Stephen will join the Deutsche Oper Berlin for 11 months in their 2024 / 2025 Season as Stipendiat and receives an
opportunity for German Language Lessons at the Goethe-Institut.



Lady Galleghan London Award

Chloe Harris — Mezzo-Soprano (originally from Victoria and currently based in London)

Mezzo-soprano Chloe Harris is a graduate of the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music and the
Royal Academy of Music. She received a DipRAM for an outstanding performance in her final
Masters’ recital and is now in her first year at Royal Academy Opera. She is supported by the
Anson Charitable Trust, Australian Music Foundation, Tait Memorial Trust and lan Potter Cultural
Trust. Opera roles include Baba the Turk (The Rake’s Progress), Marcellina (Le nozze di
Figaro), Clarina (La cambiale di matrimonio), Nancy (Albert Herring), Public Opinion (Orphée aux
enfers), and Second Fairy in the world premiere of The Selfish Giant with Victorian Opera. Other
roles in operas and scenes include Cherubino (Le nozze di Figaro), Dorabella (Cosi fan tutte),
Idamante (Idomeneo), Olga (Eugene Onegin), Charlotte (Werther) and Hermia (A Midsummer
Night’s Dream).

Chloe is an Associate Artist with Melbourne Opera and was a Melba Opera Trust Artist for 2020-2021. She was a
finalist and winner of the Richard Divall Prize in the 2019 Herald Sun Aria Competition. She was the recipient of The
Opera Foundation for young Australians’ Dalwood-Wylie AIMS & AIMS Sundell Study Award for 2018. Chloe has
also become an approved singer for the Josephine Baker Trust and a member of the Academy Song Circle.

This Award is valued at $15,000 and has been made possible by the generosity of the late Lady Galleghan OBE.

Chloe will join the Chorus of La bohéme at Opera Holland Park and the Award includes the opportunity of an Audition and
Consultation with Diva Opera, Tait Memorial Trust performance opportunities where practical and Coachings with other industry
professionals.

American Institute of Musical Studies Award
Chelsea Burns — Soprano (from Western Australia)

Chelsea Burns is an Australian soprano. Previously a Wesfarmers Arts Young Artist at West
Australian Opera, she made her solo debut with the company in 2020 when she played the role
of Lucy in a recorded version of Menotti’'s (The Telephone). She has since made her main stage
debut as Brigitte in Tchaikovsky’s (lolanta) and was the cover for Puccini's (Tosca), Nedda in
Leoncavallo’s (Pagliacci), Fiordiligi in Mozart’s (Cosi fan tutte) and the Mother / Witch in
Humperdink’s (Hansel and Gretel).

She completed her Master of Music at the Royal Northern College of Music under the tutelage of
Mary Plazas and Ann Taylor. During her studies, she trained as a mezzo-soprano and her stage
credits at the RNCM include the title role in a concert version of Bizet’'s (Carmen), Didymus in
Handel's (Theodora) and Louise in Offenbach’s (La vie Parisienne). Over 2018, Chelsea was fortunate enough to
work with Opera North in Leeds, UK. She shadowed the role of Kate Pinkerton in Tim Albery’s production of
Puccini’'s (Madama Butterfly) and was a part of their Chorus Mentorship Scheme. Before moving to England,
Chelsea attended the prestigious Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts. She graduated in 2014 with a
Bachelor of Music and again in 2015 with a Graduate Diploma of Music.

This Award is valued at $20,000 and has been generously supported by the Sundell Family.

Chelsea will attend the six-week Summer School held in Graz, Austria in July 2023.



Berlin Music Opera Award

Monigue Langford — Set & Costume Designer (originally from Victoria currently residing New South Wales)

Monique is a costume and set designer for stage and screen currently working in Sydney. Her
practice is based around her interest in exploring the socio-political aspects of costume and
stage design, including what costume and space do to the body and the transformative power of
these for the actor. Monique has written on this topic in her thesis Gender Fluidity through
Costume (2021), which drew on her costume designs for Orlando (Nida 2020) as a case study
for this topic. Monique holds a Bachelor of Arts with majors in international politics and creative
writing from the University of Melbourne (2018). She furthered her design education through the
Master of Fine Arts in Design for Performance at the National Institute of Dramatic Arts (2021).

Monique is also a violinist and plays viola in the Veidi Parem String Quartet. She is also a
classically trained dancer. Her designs are informed by this musical and dance background
which has allowed her to explore and design for different genres of live performance. Her most recent works include
set and costume design for National Opera Canberra’s Alcina (2022), set and costume design for Girl Band (New
Ghosts Theatre, Riverside Theatres Parramatta 2023), costume design for All His Beloved Children (KXT 2023), set
design for Urinetown (Heartstrings Theatre Company in collaboration with Hayes Theatre Co 2023) and costume
design for Burn Witch Burn (Fervour Theatre Company 2022). Recently Albion (New Ghosts Theatre Company and
Secret House Theatre Company 2022) for which Monique designed the set and costumes won best independent
production and was nominated for best stage design at the Sydney Theatre Awards in early 2023. In 2018 she was
an Associate Artist for Theatre Works in Melbourne.

This Award is valued at $20,000 and is proudly supported by Suzanne and Anthony Maple-Brown.
Monigue will work with the design team on productions at the Deutsche Oper Berlin in their 2023 / 2024 Season.

The Opera Foundation for young Australians is a non-profit organisation, founded by Lady Fairfax AC OBE and is
celebrating 60 years of providing opportunities and enabling careers for young Australians in the field of opera.

The Opera Foundation for young Australians continues to fund all Awards through the generosity of
individual supporters and philanthropic foundations in Australia.

The Foundation does not receive any government funding.
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